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Luxury yachts on four hooks  
CraneBuilders modernise a boat crane 
 
Ad Spek Jachtbouw is a shipyard in Leidschendam, in the western parts of the 
Netherlands, approx. 50 km south-west of Amsterdam. The shipyard is situated 
in the middle of the Vlietland leisure area and for the last 35 years has been 
specialising in building luxury yachts, carrying out maintenance on yachts and 
sailing boats and providing winter storage. An off-standard gantry is used for 
hoisting the boats in and out of the water, however its crane technology was no 
longer up to date. Ad Spek Jachtbouw took the opportunity offered by the 
modernisation of increasing the working load for larger and heavier yachts. 
 
The order for this was placed with CraneBuilders B.V., STAHL CraneSystems’ Dutch 
partner. This experienced crane builder, located in Katwijk, 15 km away, modernised the 
boat crane in the summer of 2013 and equipped it with four STAHL CraneSystems type 
ST60 chain hoists. The safe working load of 6,300 kg per chain hoist now enables Ad Spek 
Jachtbouw to lift boats weighing up to 25 tonnes. This opens up a new clientele for the 
shipyard for maintenance and repair work and the storage of larger yachts. The crane 
control too was updated. Load sensors, SMC management units and an SSC cumulative 
load controller register the load on each chain hoist and protect the crane from overloads. 
A clearly legible load display indicates the total load suspended from the hooks. The 
convenient radio remote control is also new. 
 
The chain hoists are suspended on hinges – two of them in fixed position, the other two 
on movable trolleys so that the distance between hooks can be varied according to the 
length of the boat. This flexible suspension enables the chain hoists to tilt under load so 
that boats of different widths can be lifted safely. 
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The crane is controlled by a radio transmitter, however it can also be controlled using 
operating elements on the crane control box if the remote control should be faulty or fall 
into the water. 
The four chain hoists can be operated together, separately or in pairs. 
Above the crane there is an additional chain hoist with 1,000 kg safe working load which is 
used only rarely for replacing the masts of sailing boats, and did not need to be replaced. 
 
The boat crane is most in demand in the spring, when most boats are launched, and in 
the autumn, when boat owners lift their boats out of the water to carry out maintenance 
work or overwinter them in the neighbouring boathouse. CraneBuilders recommend 
covering the chain hoists with canvas covers to protect them from bad weather and 
corrosion. 
 
The project was implemented during the summer of 2013 and completed punctually in the 
autumn before the next season for lifting the boats started and the bad weather arrived. 
Ad Spek Jachtbouw is very satisfied with the result and praises the high degree of 
flexibility the upgraded boat crane now offers. On the basis of the positive feedback from 
the shipyard, CraneBuilders expect more orders of this type as the Western parts of the 
Netherlands has extensive inland waters with numerous small harbours and shipyards. 
 
Photo material (lead and detail photos): 
 

 

This boat crane can now hoist yachts 
weighing up to 25 t out of the water 
using four ST 60 chain hoists. 
 

 

In the shipyard, the boats are lifted 
onto trailers, repaired and serviced 
under cover, and stored in the 
boathouse over the winter. 
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An additional chain hoist high above the 
crane gantry is used for stepping and 
stabilising boats’ masts. 
 

 

ST series chain hoists from STAHL 
CraneSystems are in use. They are 
regarded as being particularly robust, 
long-lived and low-wear. Thanks to their 
flexible hinged suspension, the hoists tilt 
under load and thus permit boats of 
different widths to be hoisted safely. 
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Two of the chain hoists are mounted on 
trolleys so that the distance between 
the hooks can be adapted to boats of 
varying lengths. 
 

 

A large-format load display indicates the 
total weight suspended at any one time. 
The crane can be operated from the 
updated control box if the radio remote 
control should fail. 
 

 


